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Predatory journals, also known as
‘undesirable’, ‘deceptive’, ‘fake,

or pseudo-’

challenge
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"Predatory Journals are those that charge an
article processing charge (APC) to authors, yet
do not have the hallmarks of legitimate
scholarly journals such as peer review and
editing, editorial boards, editorial offices, and
other editorial standards... the motive is
financial gain”.

From Ferris LE & Winker MA. Ethical issues in

publishing in predatory journals. Biochemia
Medica 2017; 27(2); 279-84.
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Most likely everyone here has had some
contact from one of these journals (or
publishers)

= Unsolicited emails asking you to
submit a manuscript (or be on the
editorial board, etc.)
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International Journal of Biomedical Science and
Engineering

(ISSN Print: 2376-7227, Online: 2376-7235)

| Open Access (0A) | Peer-Reviewed Policy | Fast Publication within 90 Days

Dear Ferris, Lorraine E.; Winker, Margaret A

Warmest greetings!

We get to know your valuable article with the title Ethical issues in publishing in predatory journals which has
been published in Biochemia Medica, and the topic of the paper has impressed us a lot.

The paper has drawn attention and interest from researchers and scholars specializing in related fields.

Contribute Your Research Paper

Started with an aim to advance the communications within scientific community, specialists and scholars in
different fields can get the cutting-edge scientific research results from International Journal of Biomedical
Science and Engineering. In light of the novelty, advance, and possible extensive use of your research results,
we sincerely invite you to send other unpublished articles of related fields to the journal. Your further
research on this article is also welcomed.

If you have any interest, please click the link below for more information:
http://www.ijbse.org/submission

Joining Us as one of the Editorial Members/Reviewers

On behalf of the journal's Editorial Board, we are very pleased to invite you to join us as one of the editorial board
members/reviewers of International Journal of Biomedical Science and Engineering. You were invited on the
strength of your academic background and rich experience in this field. We believe that this opportunity will
promote international academic collaborations in the future.

You can click the link below to get more information about us:
http://www.ijbse.org/joinus
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International Journal of Clinical and Experimental Medical Q SciencePG
Sciences

(ISSN Print: 2469-8024, Online: 2469-8032)

Science Publishing Group

| Open Access (OA) | Peer-reviewing | Fast Publication (50-90 Days)

Dear Lorraine E. Ferris, Margaret A Winker

Warm greetings!

Your article with the title Ethical issues in publishing in predatory journals which has been published inBiochemia Medica has
left a deep impression on us.

The paper has attracted attention from researchers and scholars specializing in related fields.

Aiming at advancing the development of scientific community, /nternational
Journal of Clinical and Experimental Medical Sciences provides specialists in
various scopes with good access to the latest scientific researches. Given the
advance, novelty, and possible extensive use of your research results, we
sincerely invite you to send other unpublished articles that have similar Calling for Articles
topics to the journal. Your further research on this article is also
welcomed.

Please click the link below to know more information:
http:/lwww.clinexpmed.org/submission

On behalf of the Editorial Board of the journal, we feel very honored to invite you

to join our team as the editorial board member or reviewer of/nternational

Joumnal of Clinical and Experimental Medical Sciences. In terms of your
JOining Us as the academic background and expertise in this field, we believe that you may be the

Editorial Board most suitable candidate for this position. We hope that your position as the

Member IReviewer editorial board member/reviewer will promote the development of scientific

researches in this field.

More information, please refer to:

http://lwww.clinexpmed.orgl/joinus
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What are the characteristics associated with
predatory journals?

Distort who they are and what services they
offer

Goal is financial profit, not scholarly
excellence
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= | ack peer review (so anything submitted is
published)

* Fail to provide editorial services or meet
editorial standards

= Article Processing Charge yet no standard
“services” are provided except publication
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Spectrum of Predatory Journals

= Lack transparency about the Article Processing
Charge (APC)

= Deceive people about its indexing and impact
factor
= Do not archive

= Deceive people by hijacking journal websites or
have a website that looks a lot like a legitimate
journal

= Deceive people about the editorial offices, editor,
editorial board, etc.
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= Some are easy to detect and some are
very sophisticated

— Processing fees upfront

_ists of the editor and editorial board
nstructions to authors are sophisticated

nstructions to reviewers listed

— Clues --- publisher is known as a predator;

UUUUU

only one paper came up in the search;
submitting to an email address
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= Many authors publish in these journals

without knowing its predatory (or discover
it too late)

» Many academics have their name “taken”
and used to legitimize these journals (e.g.
added to the journal’s editorial board,
named as an editor, etc without consent).
Or they find out too late it is not a
legitimate journal
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= Some authors publish in these journals
because of the quick turnaround to
acceptance and guaranteed publication

= Some academics agree to be on editorial
boards or names as editors for financial
and/or professional gain
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Predatory publisher article search

= According to the Ottawa Citizen, CIHR has
not (January 2018) identified any of its funded
research as appearing in a predatory journal

= However, the Citizen indicated in Jan 2018
that one large predatory publisher (OMICS)
has a search engine for all its papers, and
many Canadian researchers appear in the
search results, including those with CIHR
funding
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Open Access Journals " < P < a

Home| Register| Site Map| Contact Us| Editors Recommendation

About Us Open Access Joumals~ @ Conferences~ | International Collaborations~ Membership Q Go

I @ Make the best use of Researched information from 700+ peer reviewed, Open Access Journals operated by 50,000+ Editorial Board Members and esteemed

reviewers and 1000+ Scientific associations in Medical, Clinical, Pharmaceutical, Engineering, Technology and Management Fields.

Meet Inspiring Speakers and Experts at our 3000+ Global Conferenceseries Events with over 600+ Conferences, 1200+ Symposiums and 1200+ Workshops on gy ¢ ; oy
Medical, Pharma, Engineering, Science, Technology and Business

Open Access Journals Share this page § e :

Open Access Initiative is committed to make genuine and reliable contributions to the scientific community without restricting the access of published content. This publisher hosts
over 700+ leading-edge peer reviewed Open Access Journals and organizes over 3000 International Conferences all over the world. Obtained enormous global visibility and
tremendous response from the authors and readers from all over the world inspired the publisher to maintain reputed Open Access Journals in various scientific disciplines. The
journals have over 15 million readers and the reputation and success earned can be attributed to the strong Editorial Board which contains over 50,000 eminent personalities that
ensure a rapid, qualitative and quick review process. More than 1000 International Societies are supporting in making scientific information Open Access. International
Conferences are rendering perfect platform for global networking for the renowned speakers and scientists across the globe through a most exciting and memorable scientific
event filled with much enlightening interactive sessions, world class exhibitions and poster presentations.

Peer Reviewed Open Access Journals

Journals by Subject Clinical & Medical Journals
Agri and Agquaculture Geology & Earth Science Anesthesiology Neurology
Biochemistry Immunology & Microbiology Cardiology Nursing
Bioinformatics & Systems Biology Informatics Clinical Research Nutrition
Biomedical Sciences Materials Science Dentistry Oncology
Business & Management Mathematics Dermatology Ophthalmology
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= We performed a search in 2018 of the OMICS
database for articles authored by U of T-affiliated
faculty:

— 128 articles found by 78 different corresponding
authors

— 40 corresponding authors from U of T; 38
corresponding authors from a U of T-affiliated hospital

— 11 authors published more than one article
« 6 from U of T, 5 from the affiliated hospitals

— one affiliated hospital researcher had 17 articles in
OMICS publications alone
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Of the 78 different corresponding
authors:

e Lol e Lo L

# corresponding
authors
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Ottawa Citizen

= The Citizen submitted a junk manuscript to
an OMICS journal in 2016; the
manuscript’s title contained two words that
weren't even real. The article was
accepted and published.

= The Citizen then notified OMICS that the
article was fake- OMICS retracted it after
agreeing that it did not meet their
standards
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Predatory Conferences

= The Citizen proceeded to resubmit the
identical manuscript for an OMICS-sponsored
conference, and it was accepted (again)

* Once accepted they were asked to pay
$1500 USD to have it included in the
conference program

= \We contacted one of our own faculty
members who was listed as a conference
organizing committee member
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2017 Nature study by Moher et al

* Looked at 1907 articles from 220 predatory journals,
which collectively studied 2 million human subjects
and 8,000 animals

= Only 40% cited ethics approval by ACC/REB vs 70-
90% in mainstream journals

= Top two countries for authors were India and USA

= 73% of studies did not list funding sources;17% of
studies were funded by NIH

= Authors estimate that data from >18,000 funded
biomedical studies are contained within poorly
accessible predatory journals
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= Since financial gain is their goal, these
journals will stop publishing if it is not a
profit-making venture

* Need to educate authors and others about
predatory journals and take steps for those
who knowingly contribute to these journals
so that we can put them out of business
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» Educating the academic community
includes helping them to identify these
journals

= Sometimes the demarcation between
legitimate open-access journals and
predatory journals is not clear

= New journals or journals from low/middle
iIncome countries sometimes can be
wrongly identified as predatory
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Three approaches to identifying
predatory journals

1. Lists of potential, possible and probable
predatory journals (Jeffrey Beall)

2. Lists of legitimate journals (Directory of
Open Access Journals - DOAJ)

3. Checklist for authors (Think. Check.
Submit and University of Toronto

checklist).
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Choose the right journal for your research

Home Think Check Submit About Languages FAQ

Get involved - sign up for our mailing list
here:

Full name

Email address

Click to support!

Sharing research results with the world is key to the progress of your
discipline and career. But with so many publications, how can you be sure 1500 people have clicked to show their
you can trust a particular journal? Follow this check list to make sure you SUBPOLL SO BN

choose trusted journals for your research.
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IDENTIFYING DECEPTIVE PUBLISHERS:
A CHECKLIST

Deceptive publishers (also commonly refermed to as predatory journals™) are for-profit entities that purport to publish high
quality academic research, but who do not follow accepted scholarly publishing best practices. Their ultimate goal is to
mizka monay, not publish quality ressarch. A deceptive publisher may acquire the copyright to your resaarch but never
publish. A deceptive publisher may publish your work, but then disappear, resulting in there being no public record of
your published articla.

The aim of this checklist is to assist you in avoiding publishing your work in & low-quality deceptive publication. Being
associated with a daceptive publisher can lead to financial loss as a result of inappropriate fees, or be harmiful fo your
reputation and that of your institution, even possibly impeding promation and fanure.

If any of the following statements are frue, do not submit your work. These are tactics commaonly
used by deceptive publishers:
+ Publication is guaranteed
* You received a spam-like unsolicited email invitation to publish work (Note: these are differant in nature than
‘emails received from organizations or sociefies you belong fo or have published with in the pasf)
+ The articles published in the journal do not match the journal’s fitle and stated scope

Common Practices of Deceptive Publishers
Whille there Is no single criierion that points to whether o not a publication 1s legifimate, the sollowing are some of the byplcal practices used oy
oacepiive publishers. An accumulation of negative |ndicators can point to a cecapiive pubiishar.

PROCESS AND TIMELINE

Much of this Information can be found In auther guldelines or Inshnc- Marry
tions. This intormation should be cleary presented and address quak- and tnls Is an acceptanle practice. Legitimate: jourmats will aiways

ity controll processes, stylefformatting, copyright, and ather joumal ask for payment atber accaptance, and their fees are clear and easlly
|paolicies (such as cormections and I'EI]I[IITIS awalianie.

{3 Publication s guarantead {7 APC payment |15 required before acceptance

ARTICLE PROCESSING CHARGES (APCs)
‘acoess journals ask for Article Processing Charges (APCs),

APCs are panera t ance but Hication.
{3 The time af subsmission o publication Is unexpectediy shart o WM gmg:p;:;ﬁmw FEP;IEM
{3 The peer review [IOCESs |5 UNCIES, 3CKIng Intamation, or ot PrcESs begins. Thesa CHAPEs Sould be cieany fsted on wje =
apparent publishar’s website.
{31 There ts minimal Information about the veriows steps In the € 1t IS unclear what fees will be charged
process from submission o publication I sofma Miaigs, 3 Modest SUBMISSION oF Membership fee s
{3 The |ownal requires copyright transfer during the submission changed at the thme af manuscripd submission. Thesa fess fund

process enltonial or peer review: in oifver cases there are post-accaptance

Copyright s typically transfemed arter the acceptance of many- fas, which mIght inciude page, Coiour or fgure Chanpes. The
script. mmmmmwsmﬂamemmm amount and purpose of any additonai fees should be clearly
(CCH Dcense fo fha rosearch that atkows for reuse and outiined om 2 joumal’s wehsite or poicies. Look for pconven-
in many cases, e author will retain copyright. :{amﬂsﬁ fional chavges ke “Tanoing fees ™. I you arent sure, check with
sing CC linansss, ferms of use and rewss showd be clear cofieagues about accepled praciices.

{3 The journal does not follow a regular publication schedule

Office of the Vice-President, Research and Innovation e
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WEBSITE AND CONTACT INFORMATION

The |owmal's name |= easlly confused with anather better known

Journal In Its fiekt

Comnfirm that fhe publication’s ISSN Siandard Serial

Number) matches the fitte and couniry of pubiication that is

stad af 1ISSNLOMg

The publisher cannot be easily identiled or contactad

Consider Ioaking far contact information inchuding 2 felaptone

mumber and mailing adoress and check fo sae that the comtact

information SNgns with ie joumars afher claims (Le. ihe feis-

phone number area code malches where fhe joumal & based, the

malling acidress /5 not @ privete resicence). Most pubishars Wil

Ivave 3 general amall account you £an contact; be wery of emai
that may be o hawve no affliiation with

the jourmal (Le.: amrmmmmmm

The |owmal website looks amateurish or unprofessional

You may find et the joumal’s websie is poonly designed and

vt fo navigats, inciuding dead finks, as well @5 spening and

[prammatical amors. Whike many fegitimate jpumais may be poory

fumded and lacking professional wetsites, emors and broken finks

am indicators that wawrant 2 cioser ook i the jormal,

SCOPE OR SUBJECT MATTER

The |owmal lacks a well-defined scope, subject area or misskan
Jourmais penarslly have 2 clearly defined scope and focus on 3
fieeg st of fopics.

The articies published oo not maich the fitie and stabed scope
andior the journal titie

For axample, 2 nursing foumal tat pbiishes peoiogy papars.

INDEXING, IMPACT FACTOR AND ARCHIVING

The |owmal Is not Indexad wheee it claims to be nor where you

would E‘IW:I 1B1Im the subject content

This IS werin; Considar

use bo find resaarh Scopus, Web of Science, Sntwal

Abstracts, Drmg:_%kf KMWMMHEUMHEE

Indexas? Nede that Googie Schotar, SHERPA/ROMED, ORCID and

Schofany nalwonking sites ike RessarhGate ane ol (mdees.

Cialms about Imgact factors are not werifianie

= Deceplive pubishers may fist fraaduwiant metnics such 2s the
“Globat impact Facfor™ (GIF), Index Copemicus, or “Univer-
53l Impact Factor™ (UIF). These are nof based on recognizad

« Recognized metrics include Clarivete’s joumal impact Factor
(JIF} and Elsewier’s CileScore amang others. The Liaiversity
of Toronf LibrEnes affers Nicensed MespuTes Soch 5 lumsl
Cifation Repots and o venify this information. Vst the
Research Impact & Researcher (dentity guide for more forma-
tion. Nof ail journals are indesad [n Ihese MesouTes and newer
Joumnals may nof have joumal ieved metrics avaliEbie.

The |owmal website dos not provide access to previously

published wolumes or has wolumes that that are Incomplete.

@ AFFILIATION/PUBLICATION ETHICS AND

POLICIES

) The publisner Is not @ mamber of a recognlzed scholary

ization
ggneprmemmra's may fatsely represant thelr afffiations. If i
best to venlfy stated atfiations via ihe website of the organiza-
tion a fournal claims fo be affitsted with. The following e some
recognized cganirations:
= AUOL (African Journals Oaling) =
= COPE (Commifiee on Pubication Etics) &
= DOAS (Directory of Oipan Access joumais) <
= ICMUE (infamational Commitfee of Madical Joumal Ediiors) =
= INASF (imtemational Metwork for Availabiitly of Sclentific
Pubiications for journals published (n Gangiadesh, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Cantral Amarica and Mongoila)
* OASPA (Open Access Schofany Publistiers Association] =
= WAME (Wonid Association of Magical Eiovs) =

EDITORIAL BOARD

‘ot 1t cam be very tiicu fo verty wha s on an eciorial

board, 50 if IS Good t £rss-check b0 ensur the INAVmation is aocy-
ate.

{1 Wembers of the editorial baard do not mention the journal on

their own wensites: or public CVs

{71 There ts no Information about the editor or editorial board on the

Journal’s weasite

DO NOT CONFUSE JOURNALS FROM THE GLDBAL
SOUTH WITH DECEPTIVE JOURNALS

When deckiing whether bo publish in 2 journal, please remember
that some of the same criteria wsed o disquailty decepéive pub-
li=hers can also disqualify journals from the giobal south.?

In how- and middiz-income countries, owmal publishers may
mot have access to the resources to create Impressive websibes,
regisier an ISSN, or malntzin thelr own emall server. A lack of
respurres showld not disqualify these joumals from your consider-
ation I they are publishing Righ-quality research_ A careful review
of the journars articles and a discussion of the journal with your
colleagues or supervisor will always be your best pulde.

NEED FURTHER GUIDANCE OR SUPPORT?

Talk to your supervisor and colleagues.

Far mare information and resources visit
hitpulionesaarch.library. vioronto.caldeceptivepublishing

Consult your Liaison Librarian.

T The global south refers to “all nations classified by the World Bank 25 iow- and middie-income that are In Africa, Asla and Latin Amesica and
fhe canibbean. it does not Inciuce low- and middie-income nations in Eastern Europe, including the Russian Feceration™. From Mitiin, D,
Satberttwalte, D. (20013). Urban Foverty in the Ginbal South. London: Routledge, 13.

IDENTIFYING DECEPTIVE PUBLISHERS: A CHECKLIST
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WAM A global nonprofit voluntary association of
editors of peer-reviewed medical journals

world association of medical editors

Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing

WAME has collaborated with the Committee on Publication Ethics, the Directory of Open Access Journals, and the Open Access Scholarly Publishers
Association to develop the following Principles. The Principles are available on the Web sites of all the participating organizations.

Date of Publication: January 15, 2018
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= WAME, COPE, DOAJ and OASPA have
membership criteria they use to access
whether a journal is suitable for
membership.

= These organizations have published the
principles they use for membership.
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Some issues faced by editors/publishers
of legitimate journals

No editor or editorial office to contact about
Issues and no oversight/governance

— article already published in a legitimate journal
now published in a predatory journal (plagiarized

paper)
— the predatory journal uses the legitimate journals

old domain name (claims the URL and puts up a
site that mimics the legitimate journal)

— name of the journal mimics the legitimate journal
name
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Institutions

Need to educate their faculty and trainees about:

- existing tools to identify predatory
journals

- ethical and professional issues in contributing to
predatory journals

- develop consequences for contributing to predatory
journals

= Working with the library to put up web resources on both the
research and library sites

= \Webinar on predatory journals
= Consultation service for authors who have been deceived

UNIVERSITY OF
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Authors

= Use some type of systematic process to
decide, as best you can, if the journal is
legitimate

= Educate and support trainees in avoiding
predatory journals

*= Do a periodic google search on your name
to see Iif your identity has been used by a
predatory journal
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Get me off Your Fucking Mailing List

David Mazieres and Eddie Kohler
New York University
University of California, Los Angeles
http://www.mailavenger.org/

Abstract your fucking mailing list. Get me off your fuck-

ing mailing list. Get me off your fucking mail-

Get me off your fucking mailing list. Get me off ing list. Get me off your fucking mailing list.

your fucking mailing list. Get me off your fuck- Get me off your fucking mailing list. Get me off

ing mailing list. Get me off your fucking mail- your fucking mailing list. Get me off your fuck-
Y

Fucking

& Mail ing List
UNIVERSITY OF
<y TO RONTO Figure 1: Get me off your fucking mailing list.
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