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UTM’s Research & Innovation Core 50

LABS SUPPORTED

Facilities | Winter 2026

From atoms to systems, UTM’s research facilities provide science researchers with shared, cutting- ACROSS 9O UOF T
edge tools, expert support, and hands-on training. Now integrated as the Research and Innovation DEPARTMENTS
Core (RICore), these facilities form a coordinated ecosystem supporting more than 60 laboratories,

with collaborators from UTSG, UTSC, and external partners, enabling seamless investigation 1

across biological scales. 6

COMPANIES RECEIVED
Complemented by the Academic Workshop and the Collaborative Digital Research Space (CDRS), SERVICES & SUPPORT

the ecosystem brings together coordinated expertise, shared protocols, digital research support,

and custom fabrication. This integrated model helps researchers move fluidly between techniques, 24 7K
generate high-quality data, and tackle complex scientific questions — from climate adaptation to
molecular mechanisms — within a single, collaborative research environment. LOGGED HOURS OF

INSTRUMENT USE

Our Priorities

RICore operates as a cohesive community of practice, guided by the OVPRI’s
strategic framework to advance research excellence at UTM.

One cohesive

A key focus is enhancing facilities and streamlining processes by improving =
process flow, strengthening documentation, and increasing transparency for Com m u n Ity
users. Our facility leads — highly skilled researchers within the core — drive f =

this work by implementing plans and initiatives, supporting researchers 0 praCtICQ .

throughout their projects, and fostering inclusive, collaborative research
environments that empower scholars to do their best work.

ON TH E We aim to establish the cluster as a recognized university-wide research facility,
strengthen its profile, foster cross-disciplinary and external partnerships, and grow

HORIZON sustainably to meet evolving research needs and ensure long-term impact.

Integrated Service & Supports

o DESIGN OF MULTI-SCALE o DATA INTEGRATION ¢ CROSS-PLATFORM
EXPERIMENTAL WORKFLOWS FACILITATION TRAINING

4 TROUBLESHOOTING ACROSS + COORDINATED ¢ SEAMLESS FACILITY
THE RESEARCH CONTINUUM SAMPLE PREPARATION OPERATIONS

Our expert facility leads have strong research backgrounds, which
enable them to support faculty and teach and inspire students.
In fact, many of them got their start as trainees here at U of T!

Reflecting facilities data from the 2025 calendar year.



https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/research-innovation/
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/research-innovation/research-and-innovation-core
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/research-innovation/research-and-innovation-core
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/research-innovation/research-and-innovation-core#leads

ACADEMIC WORKSHOP

A core facility since the inception of this campus, the shop offers
services ranging from repairs to the manufacturing of specialized
equipment. Its highly knowledgeable staff work with researchers to
develop custom projects.

GROWTH FACILITIES

Comprised of our research greenhouse, growth chambers, environmental
rooms, and phenotyping systems, these facilities are a valuable resource
for interdepartmental plant and animal research. The team provides
virtual and in-person user training and hosts workshops on Growing
Plants for Research as well as small group and 1:1 training sessions on
photosynthesis systems and high-throughput phenotyping systems.

Coming in 2026: Sustainable lighting at the Research Greenhouse.

Providing shared equipment across three specialized facilities, the Davis
facilities also offers users technical support as well as hands-on training
for facility use, equipment operations, and customized cell culture
techniques. Our Science Building facility features general lab spaces
and a dedicated instrument room with specialized instruments that
support advanced, high-precision experimental workflows.

_i LIFE SCIENCES CORE FACILITIES

Coming in 2026: Replacing 2 biosafety cabinets in cell culture room
DV 3092F; upgrading DV 3092H to a Containment Level 2 laboratory;
and adding new specialized equipment to the SB facility.

Students are a vital part
of the RICore Facilities.

Work study students provide essential support across our facilities
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ANIMAL CARE FACILITY

The ACF works with faculty members and graduate students to facilitate
research projects in which the use of animals is necessary, and ensures
the research is conducted following proper procedures.

Coming in 2026: Welcoming our new veterinary director, increased
surgical support, and additional on-site animal user training modules.

IMAGING FACILITY

A shared resource providing instruction, support, and equipment for
researchers performing optical microscopy, the facility is equipped with
state-of-the-art instruments. Each new user receives 4+ hours of 1:1
training per instrument. The facility also hosts a twice-yearly workshop
on using the open source software, Image J/FIJI for image analysis.

NUCLEAR MAGNETIC RESONANCE CENTRE

Serving academic and industrial clients alike, the NMR Centre is
equipped with modern spectrometers capable of a wide range of
experiments. New graduate students receive individual user training.

In early 2025, we welcomed Ferenc Evanics as our new Facility Manager.

Did you know? The Research Greenhouse

Y celebrates its 10-year anniversary this July!

— all while gaining hands-on training and building valuable professional

skills. As Growth Facilities assistants, they support plant science

research, controlled environment systems, imaging technologies, and
science communication. In the Imaging Facility, they help maintain
equipment and improve image-analysis workflows, and at CDRS, they

contribute as Event and Communications Assistants, supporting
programs and creating promotional materials.

programs.

Connect with us

Suite 2100, New Science Building,

University of Toronto Mississauga

3359 Mississauga Road
Mississauga, ON, L5L 1C6

utm.utoronto.ca/research-innovation
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The Collaborative Digital Research Space

Designed as a shared hub for interdisciplinary work in the Humanities and Social Sciences, the Collaborative
Digital Research Space (CDRS) offers flexible meeting spaces, state-of-the-art technology, and year-round
programming that supports research, skill development, and scholarly community building. Researchers use the
space for a range of collaborative research activities, from lectures and workshops to exhibitions and interactive

CDRS is especially known for its writing retreats, offered six times a year and drawing scholars seeking dedicated
time for focused work. Additional programming includes Research Spotlights, workshops on academic writing and
digital tools, and new initiatives such as a pilot SSHRC Insight Development Grant workshop series and monthly
peer-review sessions which supported faculty preparing for the 2026 competition.

Office of the
Vice-Principal, Research
and Innovation
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https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/research-innovation/
https://twitter.com/UTM_Research
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ovpri-utm
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