THE
UNIMPORTANCE
OF DEATH

A TALK BY
NORMAN FOST mbp, MPH

PROFESSOR EMERITUS, DEPARTMENTS OF PEDIATRICS & MEDICAL HISTORY AND BIOETHICS
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH

MONDAY, MARCH 30 | 4:00 PM

JACKMAN HUMANITIES BUILDING, ROOM 100
UNIVERSITYOF TORONTO, 170 ST. GEORGE ST.

Organ transplantation has long relied upon the “dead donor
rule,” which requires that the donor be dead before organs can
be removed. Brain death and cardiac death are increasingly
recognized as inadequate criteria for determining death,
leading to proposals to allow removal of organs before death
occurs. This talk will consider the ethical and policy implica-
tions of re-thinking the “dead donor rule.”

Dr. Norman Fost, a graduate of Princeton (AB 1960), Yale (MD 1964), and Harvard (MPH
1973), founded the Bioethics Program at the University of Wisconsin in 1973. He writes and
teaches on a wide range of topics in bioethics, including ethical issues in the use of performance
enhancing drugs and euthanasia of handicapped newborns.
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