Title: Just urban futures

Abstract. Cities need to take swift action to deal with a variety of challenges including the
compounding effects of rapid urbanization and the steady uptick in the frequency and intensity of
so-called natural disasters. In this context, the co-production of positive visions with urban
stakeholders offers the potential to not only imagine but also intervene in guiding change
towards more desirable urban futures. In the absence of strong international agreements, many
municipal governments are leading the efforts to build resilience to climate change in general
and to extreme weather events in particular. In this setting, anticipatory methods such as scenario
planning with city professionals, experts, and members of civil society provide an opportunity to
co-produce positive visions of the future. Visions are intended to inspire but also to compare the
viability of alternative policy pathways. In this presentation, I will present two approaches to
reimagining urban spaces. First, I present the work of the Urban Resilience to Extremes
Sustainability Research Network (UREx SRN) which worked with nine cities in the United
States and Latin America to explore possibilities for creating more resilient, sustainable, and
equitable cities. Second, I introduce the ‘barrio innovation approach’, which emerged from a
university-community partnership looking to address environmental injustice in Phoenix, AZ.
Researchers and teachers designed activities with Latinx youth to name concerns and strengths in
their community and envision more desirable, greener futures. Through these examples, I reflect
on the possibilities for transformative change that may be catalyzed through the use of
anticipatory and participatory approaches at different scales.
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