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Agenda

• The book: some context

• The history/meaning of “nootropics”

• Two “tropes” that nootropics discourse takes: gendered subjectivities

• Some implications (spoiler alert: it has to do with tonight’s news feed)

The book: 

Disgustatory: A Gothic Rhetoric of Consumption 

by Jeremy Tirrell and Kate Maddalena

































some implications
Rhetoric (academic stakes)

• equivocation and shared spaces: the inadequacy of “stance” and 
argumentation as a theoretical tool 

• the production of identities as a production of bodies

Politics (larger, real-world stakes)

• the bodies being produced are bodies that reduce friction for capitalist 
production

• the bodies being produced are “exceptional” bodies with an exceptionalist
ethos, and as such they are isolated from other bodies, and a (socialist) 
system isn’t responsible for them (see the bullet above)

• the constant co-production of a popular rhetorical space that validates all 
of the above



Thank you! I’d love to chat more.

Kate Maddalena
Institute of Communication, Culture, Information and Technology
University of Toronto Mississauga
kate.maddalena@utoronto.ca
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/iccit/people/kate-maddalena

Disgustatory: A Gothic Rhetoric of Consumption
by Jeremy Tirrell and Kate Maddalena (forthcoming from University of Alabama Press)


