2008 AATI Sessions

Friday, November 21
10:45am-12:00pm

Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel
AP Italian Exam: Exam Results and AP Curriculum Audit Procedures
	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Frank Nuessel (University of Louisville) 

Presenter: Patricia Di Silvio (Tufts University) 



	Abstract: 

	This session will address two interrelated matters: (1) Results of the first three years of the AP Italian Exam with examples; and (2) the construction of an effective syllabus that addresses the AP curriculum requirements and evidence for each curriculum requirement. Questions and interactive solicitation of participants' "best practices".


Europe 8, Dolphin Hotel
The Role of the “Enti Gestori”
	Session Participants: 

	Chair: Giuseppe Lupo (COPILAS) 

Presenter: Roberto Severino (COPILAS) 

Presenter: Maria Wilmeth (COPILAS) 



	Abstract: 

	The financial contribution of the Italian Government is channeled through 15 Enti Gestori, not-for-profit organizations dedicated to the promotion of the Italian language and culture in the United States.


12:00pm-2:30pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel
AATI Executive Meeting 
2:30pm-3:00pm 

Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel
Promoting the Profession: The AATI Membership Online System

	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Salvatore Bancheri (University of Toronto) 




3:15pm-4:30pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel
Intercultural Competences in Europe: Training Ground for the Multicultural World
	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Gisella Lange (AATI) 



	Abstract: 

	2008 is the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. Language courses are privileged opportunities to develop sensitivity towards cultural differences and to understand the ways in which culture and language interlock. This session will focus on intercultural skills currently developed in compulsory foreign language education in Italy and other European countries.


Europe 8, Dolphin Hotel
Using the RAI Archives to Build up Interpretive Communication
	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Claudia Donna De Sanctis (George Washington University) 

Presenter: Francesca Randazzo (Duval High School) 



	Abstract: 

	This session will present teaching materials developed from the RAI Archives contents and how they have been used at elementary and intermediate level to enhance listening and reading comprehension in Italian


4:45pm-6:00pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Italian Cultural Proficiency: Assessing Students' Knowledge, Understanding and Personal Dispositions

	Session Participants: 

	Chair: Colleen Marie Ryan-Scheutz 

Presenter: Elissa Tognozzi (UCLA) 

Presenter: Irene Marchegiani (SUNY Stonybrook) 

Presenter: Nicoletta Marini-Maio (Dickinson College) 

Presenter: Frank Nuessel (University of Louisville) 

Presenter: Alessia Blad (University of Notre Dame) 



	Abstract: 

	This think-tank style exchange on current modes of assessing cultural proficiency in Italian presents general approaches, specific methods, and sample materials for evaluating not only students' understanding of target culture products, practices and perspectives, but also their awareness, curiosity, openness and appreciation for all things Italian.


Europe 8, Dolphin Hotel
Help Students Increase Language Proficiency

	Session Participants: 

	Chair: Eleonora Cammareri (Embassy of Italy, Chicago) 

Presenter: Dolores Pigoni-Miller (AATI) 

Presenter: Dorina Giannese Spiering (Lyons Township High School) 



	Abstract: 

	Are you looking for ways to help increase language proficiency in the AP Italian classroom? These literature, film, and computer-based activities will motivate your students to new levels. Resouces and a curriculum map will also be provided to prepare students for the AP Italian examination.


Saturday, November 22
8:00am-9:15am
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Italian Culture and Teaching Panel

	Session Participants: 

	Carla Marello (Università di Torino Italia), Elisa Corino (Università di Torino)
Multiple-choice Distractors Based on Errors in Learners’ Corpora

Marinella Garatti (State University of New York at New Paltz)
Perceived Efficacy of Classroom Response Systems in the Italian Classroom

Cosetta Gaudenzi (University of Memphis)
Remaking L’ultimo Bacio: From Italian Film to American Movie




Europe 8, Dolphin Hotel
The Certification for Teachers of Italian in the USA
	Session Participants: 

	Chair: Luigi G. De Sanctis (Italian Embassy) 

Presenter: Roberto Severino (COPILAS) 

Presenter: Giuseppe Lupo (COPILAS) 



	Abstract: 

	This session will examine the present context of the teaching of Italian in USA schools and the issues that the teaching of Italian is facing. The session will focus on the different Teaching Certification requirements existing in different states and on the validation of Italian educational qualifications.


10:00am-11:15am
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Italian Literature and Culture Panel

	Session Participants: 

	Veena Carlson (Dominican University)

A New Approach to Teaching Renaissance Literature

Augustus Mastri (University of Louisville)

C'era una Volta un . . . Burattino, Chiamato Benigni

Louise Rozier (AATI)

Images of Mothers in Natalia Ginzburg and Elsa Morante




1:15pm-2:30pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Italian Through YouTube

	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Maria Teresa Bonfatti Sabbioni (Northwestern University) 

Presenter: Daniela Pozzi Pavan (Northwestern University) 



	Abstract: 

	This presentation shows how to select, integrate and make the most out of Italian YouTube videos as well as how to develop pedagogical activities. Those activities are directed to Elementary and Intermediate Italian college students who need to be exposed to the real language and enhance their cultural knowledge.


Europe 8, Dolphin Hotel
The Italian Language in a Global Perspective: Varieties, Roles and Perceptions Beyond Italy and Switzerland
	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Hermann Haller (City University of New York) 



	Abstract: 

	Italian has been used virtually by all social classes across the peninsula since the beginning of the twentieth century. A closer look yields a more multilingual reality, due to language contact between Italian and dialects resulting in regional and social varieties of the language. Italian is undergoing pressure from English to redefine its role in the new European landscape. In neighboring Switzerland, Italian enjoys multiple roles as the country’s third national language. Due to last century’s mass migrations, Italian is present as a heritage or community language across the globe. Italian as a community language abroad is undergoing strong language attrition and language shift.


3:15pm-4:30pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Language and Identity in Third-generation Italian-Americans
	Session Participants: 

	Chair: Luciana Fellin (Duke University) 

Presenter: Anna De Fina (Georgetown University) 



	Abstract: 

	This session discusses how language loss in Italian-American families has given way to novel communicative practices to mark Italian identity among its third-generation members. It explores how in situations of reduced linguistic competencies new functions are given to “standard” Italian and regional dialects, and how this impacts heritage language learning.


Europe 8, Dolphin Hotel
Tips for Foreign Language Teachers
	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Ida Wilder (Athena High School) 

Presenter: Bruna Boyle (Rhode Island University) 

Presenter: Lucrezia G. Lindia (Eastchester School District) 



	Abstract: 

	This workshop will offer information, tools, and strategies to get the students motivated, engaged and eager to learn. The presenter will also demonstrate how to get at cultural perspectives through creative and innovative activities that help students retain what they have learned.
Presented in English with examples in Italian.


4:45pm-6:00pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Making Italian Live with RAI's Websites: Results from US Universities
	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Carlo Cipollone (Education Office, Consulate General of Italy in Boston) 

Presenter: Cristina Loglio (RAI) 

Presenter: Luigi G. De Sanctis (Italian Embassy) 



	Abstract: 

	Currently 59 US Universities are experimenting with the new methods made possible by the Italian Public Broadcaster (RAI) and the Italian Embassy. The session will show a large variety of resources teachers can use to make the Italian language learned by integrating different subjects and innovative products for maximum diffusion.


6:15pm-7:30pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Practical Ideas for Activities to Complement the Archivio RAI

	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Annalisa Mosca (University of Miami) 

Presenter: Magda Pearson (Florida International University) 



	Abstract: 

	This session will present some concrete ways in which the resources available in the archives of RAI have been used in two separate settings and different levels of the Italian language sequence. The focus will be on activities combining the archives with technology tools, media resources and educational discussion forums.


Sunday, November 23
8:00am-9:15am
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Resisting Bodies: Narratives of Italian Partisan Women

	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Rosetta D'Angelo (Ramapo College) 

Presenter: Dino Cervigni (University of North Carolina) 

Presenter: Barbara Zaczek (Clemson University) 



	Abstract: 

	The session will be the presentation of the book, Resisting Bodies: Narratives of Italian Partisan Women, published in March of 2008 as a volume of Annali d’Italianistica. It is a translation of texts that explore the experience of partisan women in Italy between 1943 and 1945, focusing on the representations of a female body. The texts include fictional accounts as well as autobiographical narratives of partisan women published between 1944 and 2000.


10:00am-11:15am
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Risultati degli esami AP Italiano: Feedback e consigli

	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Patricia Di Silvio (Tufts University) 

Presenter: Traci Andrighetti (University of Texas at Austin) 

Presenter: Jacqueline Dyess (Mira Costa College) 

Presenter: Frank Nuessel (University of Louisville) 

Presenter: Nicoletta Villa-Sella (The Linsly School) 



	Abstract: 

	AP Readers will provide an overview of the results of the free-response sections from the 2008 AP Italian Language & Culture examination. Participants will gain an understanding of how the free-response questions are graded, and will learn specifically which features of student responses distinguish a high grade from a mediocre grade.


11:30am-12:45pm
Europe 7, Dolphin Hotel

Teaching Vocabulary with a Thematic Approach

	Session Participants: 

	Presenter: Anthony Mollica (Soleil Publishing) 



	Abstract: 

	The speaker will present ways of teaching/learning vocabulary by using a thematic approach. Lexical items to teach topics as animals, parts of body, food, transportation etc. will be used to expand the basic vocabulary and to introduce idiomatic expressions for real (native) communication.


