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DEAR READERS,

More than 20 years ago, my beautiful son
received the diagnosis of autism, and

my world changed instantly and profoundly.
I knew nothing about autism, and it

seemed that those around me—even the
professionals—didn’t know much either.

Today, happily, that has changed.

There’s greater awareness, and there

has been much progress understanding
autism. But it’s still a puzzle, and every
child is affected differently. You’ve probably
heard the saying “if you’ve met one person
with autism, you’ve met one person with
autism.” So what’s the most important thing
for people to know? We're all different

in some way or another—that’s what makes
the world aninteresting place. And equally,
all of us in our own way are amazing!

LESLIE KIMMELMAN
AUTHOR

Sesame Street and Autism
see amazing in all children

ADVISORS

Gregory D. Abowd, Ph.D., D.Phil, Distinguished Professor, School of Interactive Computing, Georgia Institute

of Technology; Scott Badesch, President/Chief Executive Officer, Autism Society of America; Julie Bascom,

Deputy Executive Director, Autistic Self Advocacy Network; Peter Bell, President/Chief Executive Officer, Eden
Autism Services; Scott Bellini, Ph.D., Associate Professor, School Psychology Program, Indiana University; Director,
Social Skills Research Clinic (SSRC), Indiana University; Yudi Bennett, Director of Operations, Exceptional Minds;
Peter Berns, Chief Executive Officer, The Arc; Leah L. Booth, MA, CCC-SLP, Associate Research Scientist,

Yale Child Study Center; Liz Feld, President, Autism Speaks; Lisa Goring, Executive Vice President — Programs
and Services, Autism Speaks; Isabel Hodge, Senior Program Analyst, Office of Community Support for Military
Families with Special Needs, Department of Defense; Rose Jochum, Director of Internal Initiatives, Autism

Society of America; Laura Klinger, Ph.D., Executive Director, University of North Carolina, TEACCH Autism Program;
Sandra Magaiia, Ph.D., Professor, Disability and Human Development, University of Illinois at Chicago;

Rhonda McEwen, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Institute of Communication, Culture, Information and Technology
and the iSchool (Faculty of Information), University of Toronto; Ari Ne’eman, President, Autistic Self Advocacy
Network; Rebecca Posante, Ph.D., Deputy Director, Office of Community Support for Military Families With
Special Needs, Department of Defense “(Ret.)”; Wendy L. Stone, Ph.D., Professor, Department of Psychology,
University of Washington; Director, UW READI Lab (Director & Principal Investigator, Research in Early Autism
Detection and Intervention); Karen Wolf-Branigin, Senior Executive Officer, National Initiatives, The Arc;

Deborah Ziegler, Ed.D., Director, Policy and Advocacy & Professional Standards, Council for Exceptional Children.

SPECIAL THANKS
The entire Sesame Street and Autism: See Amazing in All Children team

DESIGN
Kristin Richards Lauricella, Lauricella Design

A CREATION OF

sesameworkshop.

The nonprofit educational organization behind Sesame Street and so much more.

Sesame Workshop is the nonprofit educational organization behind Sesame Street which reaches

156 million children across more than 150 countries. The Workshop’s mission is to use the educational
power of media to help children everywhere grow smarter, stronger, and kinder. Delivered through a
variety of platforms, including television programs, digital experiences, books and community engagement,
its research-based programs are tailored to the needs of the communities and countries they serve.

For more information, visit us at sesameworkshop.org.

MAIJOR SUPPORT PROVIDED BY
®
N4

AMERICAN  GREETINGS

GENEROUS SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

ROBERT R.

MCcCORMICK KRISTEN ROHR

FOUNDATION

“Sesame Street®”, “Sesame Workshop®”, and associated characters, trademarks, and design elements are owned by Sesame Workshop. © 2015 Sesame Workshop. All Rights Reserved.

43654.indd 2

6/11/15

2:58 PM


carlademarco01
Highlight




